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In general, for the taking of fees to constitute the crime of extortion, it is sufficient, if the other requisite elements are 
present, that the fees taken were not allowed by law, or were greater than those allowed by law, or were exacted before 
they were due, or were for services not performed. 


At common law, a taking, to constitute extortion, need not have been as a fee or compensation for some official duty for which 


a fee is prescribed. | However, under some statutes this is an essential element of the offense.” 


In order that the crime of extortion be committed, all of the necessary elements must be present; and a conspiracy or 


confederation to commit the crime does not satisfy these requirements where steps are taken only to promote the conspiracy.” 


The crime of "coercion" is separate from extortion and involves the use of force or threat of force to restrict another's freedom 
of action. While coercion and extortion overlap to the extent that extortion necessarily involves the use of coercive conduct to 


obtain property, the two crimes are distinct.’ Also, a public officer is guilty of oppression where the officer unlawfully arrests 
another, or detains a person against their will, or seizes or levies on another's property, or dispossesses another of any lands or 


tenements, or does any other act whereby another person is injured in his or her person, property, or rights.” 
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